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MAD AM, 


T was in compliance with your 
| defire that this ſermon was both 
preached and printed ; and it 

is with your conſent that it is now 
inſcribed to you. Were it equal to 
the value I had for the honour'd 
lady, your mother, it would not be 
unworthy your acceptance ; but your 
filial regard to her inclines you to 
put a favourable conſtruction upon 
a well 


1F i BED 24 't S 
a, welt meant, however imperſect refs 


| ——— ol 
| timony of reſpect to her memory. 


It has often gien me a pleaſing 
pain to obſerve in how affectionate a , 
manher you Hays patced with each 
other, tho' for a little ſeaſon, and at f 
the ſame time a painful apprehenſion 
how deeply you would feel the ſe- 
parating ſtroke of death. Thanks 
be to God therefore (in whofe hands 
our times are) for his great mercy, 
not only in fparing you,” to her in- 
expreſſible ſatisfaction whilſt ſhe 
lived, but for ſupporting -you under 

the Nur. afflictien of her removal 
Sbobld 1 ike notice ief r Ind 
Wa disg ber moſt valuable: qualities, 
I fear IL might give offetce' ts the 
modeſty ef your temper ʒ but ſurs· 
N none, h wete net ſtrangets te. 
her 
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her ladyſbup, can think that I have 
exceeded in any thing J have faid 
concerning her. Little more having 
been done by me, than felecting ſome 
few certain matters of fact, out of 
gaãugreat abundance of the ſame kind 

dne might have been produced, 
which I have related in a plain and 
artleſs manner; ſo that her works 
are 2 2 praje * 2 


Many were thay FRO you re- 
ceived from the wiſe example and 
tender care of this excellent /ady, 
whoſe loſs we are now. 'mourn- 
ing, and alſo from the daily devo- 
tions, and daily inſtructions of that 
worthy man Dr. Watis, who en- 
joyed fo long and ſo uncommonly 
kind a pattenage under the roof of 
both your parents ſucceſſively. And 
your friendly regards to him in re- 
turn, 
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turn, greatly contributed to his ſup- 
port under . the many. troubles that 
befel him | May the heavy loſs the 
world has ſuſtain'd by ſuch cloſely. 
repeated ſtrokes of providence in the 
departure of theſe uſeful perſons, be 
as much as poſlible repair'd in you 


And that you, after many years 


honourable and comfortable: conti- 
nuance in life, may be gather'd in 
peace to your pious relatives and 
friends to be together with the Lord, 
is the ſincere and ardent prayer of 
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Madam 3 
> 4115.5 e ct: 


Vour obliged. 


Humble Servant, 


WI Price. 


"E. 
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p HIL, i. 23. latter Clauſe. 


Having a Deſire to depart, and 


zo be with Goriff, which - is far 
better. 


T HE dparture of an eminent Chrif- 


tian is the occaſion of my appearing 

here at this time*. The words now 
read were often repeated by her, when that 
ſolemn event drew near ; for which reaſon 
they were thought to be a proper ſubject for 
the preſent diſcourſe, being alſo well adapted 
to miniſter comfort to ſorrowful ſurviving re- 
latives and friends. 


The apoſtle A in the 20% verſe his 
expectation that Chriſt ſhould be magnify'd in 
bis body, whether he lived or died; in the 
verſe of the text he ſays, that he was in a 
Prit betwixt to, that is, betwixt life and 

death ; 


% This Sermon was preached at Stoke Newington, 
Jug 28, 1749. as 
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a 4- 8 was at 8 10 which. 40 
chüfe; had e confulted only his own pat- 
ticular intereſt, he would have had no diffi- 
culty in this caſe; a departure hence appear- 
ed vaſtly preferable to him, being perſuaded 
that hereupon he ſhould be immediately ad- 
mitted into the preſence of Chriſt, which was 
his great defire, But fince his continuance a 
while longer on the earth was likely to be 
more uſeful to the ſouls of men, he was 
willing upon that account to have his happi 
neſs fufpended for ſome time, as is iin pred 
ver. 24. O that there were ſuch a temper 
in you and me! This is what we ſhould be 
aiming at, and labduring after; Lad a de- 
fre 1 7 aper, and be vi th Corift. 


In diſcourſing upon. theſe words I ſhall 
confider, 


$ «2 a 


Firſt. The objects of the e s deſire, 
to . et and fo be with Chr; RE . 

' Setondhy. The &frre "ſelf as it it ſhould be 
found in all Oriftrons. Then. cloſe, with 
an' ee 1 | 
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for Dame Mary Abney. 9 
Firſt. Let us conſider the objects of the 
apoſtle's defire, And the 


1/t. That is here mention d is, 20 & depart, 
the original word ſignifies alſo to be diſſolved; 
it not only denotes a ſeparation from this 
world, and all its concernments, but a diſſo- 
lution of ſoul and body, the two great parts 
of which we are conſtituted ; this indeed is 
not deſirable in it ſelf ; death came by fin, and 
is repreſented in the ſcripture as an enemy. 
Our apoſtle having ſpoken of his earneſt 
groans in the earthly houſe of his tabernacle, 
2 Cor. v. 1, 2. adds to prevent miſtake ver. 4. 
Not for that be would be.unclothed, but clothed 
upon, that mortality might be ſwallowed up of 
life. God has in great wiſdom and goodneſs 
implanted in our natures a love to life, A 
that a man bas will be give for his life, There 
are a great many things in this world- that 
have a tendency to wean us from it, and to 
diſpoſe us to a willingneſs to be gone hence: 
yet, do we not generally find them all inſuf- 
ficient to produce this effect? How ſtrong a 
hold do our hearts take of ſenſible enjoy- 
ments! Do not mankind quit this earth for 
| B the 


N 4 " 
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the moſt part with great reluctance? The 
body in its preſent ſtate is an inconvenient 
and dangerous habitation for the ſoul ; if that 
labours under diſorders and pains, how is 
this incapacitated thereby for attending to the 
duties of religion! Is not the willing ſpirit 
clogg d and hinder'd by the weakneſs of the 
fleſh ; and how apt are we to repine and to 
be impatient in ſuch a caſe? Nor are the 
temptations of health fewer or leſs than thoſe 
of ſickneſs. When our bodies are lively and 
ſtrong, how prone are we to be carried away 
by their corrupt appetites and paſſions ; to 
forget our latter end, to live as if our bones 
were iron, and our finews braſs; vainly ima- 
gining that to-morrow will be as to-day, and 


much more abundantly, that we have time 


enough before us, ſo that we need not make 
haſte to engage in the ſervice of God, and to 
prepare for another world ! But in every 
condition on earth there is @ law in our mem- 
bers warring againſt the law of our minds; 

the body of fin and death cleaves unto us, 


which is moſt burdenſome and grievous to 


real ſaints; it was upon the account of this 
St, Paul &ties out, O wretched man that I 


am; it was from this he defired to be deli 


vered 


* 
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ver'd with greater vehemence than from all 
7 terrible perſecutions he endured. Rom. vii: 
24. Vet to be releaſed from this ſinful and 
troubleſome world was not the ultimate ob- 
ject of the apoſtle's deſire; he was deſirous 
to depart, but it was that he might be with 
Chriſt, being very ſenſible that while he was 
at home in the body, he was abſent from the 
Lord, as he expreſſeth himſelf, 2 Cor. v. 6. 
he was alſo fully fatisfy'd that he ſhould be 
preſent with him immediately upon his being 
diſlodged from that, which he chiefly deſir- 
ed. Some have been ſo depreſſed with the 
calamities of life as earneſtly to wiſh far a 
departure out of it merely that they might 
be eaſed of theſe; nay too many, not know. 
ing how to bear the evils they either felt or 
feared, have violently thrown away their lives, 
have ruſhed with fury upon death ; which 
to be ſnare is a moſt unnatural. * Wee 
ſhould not be weary either of the difficulties 
or duties of life, yet to deſire to depart, 
with ſubmiſſion to the will of God, the ſo- 
vereign diſſ poſer of all things, that we may 
be with Chrif, is a true chriſtian ſpirit ; this 
was the frame of the apoſtle to which we 
n all aſpire, I am hereby led 


B 2 To 


Mi 
—— 
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2dly. To the conſideration of the other 
object of the apoſtle's defire, which was the 
principal, in ſubordination to which, the 
foremention'd was defired by him; that is Za 


be with Chriſt, And that I may give you the 


molt diſtinct and affecting view I can of the 
bleſſedneſs which this yields, I ſhall endes. 
vour briefly to repreſent to you, 


1. With whom fincere believers are ad- 
mitted to dwell when they depart. | 


2. Shew what is meant by their FO 
then with bier. 


3. Enquire what may be intended by its 
being ſaid to be far better. 


1ſt. Let me ſet before you the characters 
of the perſon to whom ſincere believers go 
when they depart. Their bodies return to 


the earth out of which they were taken; theſe 


are lodged in the filent grave, where they are 
to remain till the great riſing day; but their 
ſpirits, their ſouls, which are ſtrictly ſpeaking 


themſelves, as ſoon as they quit their earthly 


taber- 


FS. 
#2 
if — 
uy » 
*,2W 
* 
44 4 
5 
7 
2 
nu 
«= 
+. 
% 
* 


MO 
N - b 4 $58 N 
* 2 « ls” » * . E 
fy” i.» > . * — f 7 
— 2 " En” ſx Card , f 6 
Aa * — 4 + Ld 8 3 5 y 4 
. £ —_— — %u . ” D — p 
.. 4 - N * 4, 7 2 w . Py 7 Fx *. 22 3 . Dr oF 1 * * 
e ä . "— # N — 2 5. _— ME. * ** 92 4 >. * * — 
- : » — 
a ” . 4 
— 


for Dame Mary Abney. 13 
tabernacles, enter into the preſence of Chriſt ; 
a moſt excellent and glorious perſon, who 
loves them, and is beloved of them,—Great is 
the happineſs, which ſincere believers are 
made partakers of, when they depart, ſeeing 
then they are preſent with Chriſt, who is 


1. A moſt excellent and glorious perſon. 
While he was here on earth he appear'd in 
the iikeneſs of finful fleſh ; his condition was 
low and mean; he was ſubject to thoſe wants, 
and weakneſſes which fin brought into our 
nature; thoſe who judged according to out- 
ward appearance ſaw no form nor comeli- 


neſs in bim, no beauty that they ſhould de- 


fire bim. But upon his entrance into 


heaven ' he was clothed with majeſty and ho- 
nour, he was highly exalted, a name was given 
bim which is above every name Þ ; principali- 
ties and powers were put in ſuljection to him; 


be ſat down at the right hand of the throne 


of God 7 ; he appears there as head over all 
things unto the church, With what brightneſs 
do his power, wiſdom, righteouſneſs, and 
grace ſhine in his government of the natzons 
end 9 ſaints? The glory wherewith he is 
| adorn'd 

? Ih 1 Phil, ii. 9. f Heb. xii. 2. 


as ſoon as they are abſent from the body 
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adorn'd'on high, manifeſts and diſplays his 
infinite perfections. And are not thoſe ſouls 
happy beyond all expreſſion, who have their 


abode with ſuch an inconceivably illuſtrious 
perſon ? Did the Queen of Sheba, when ſhe 


beheld the glory and magnificence of Solomon 
felicitate his ſervants, who ſtood before him, 
and heard his wiſdom *? How much more 
bleſſed are the ſervants of Chriſt who ſtand 
before him in the - heavenly regions; for he 
3s infinitely greater than Solamon ] 


2dly. Let it be conſidered how much he 
ves them. It will give us no ſatisfaction to 


be in the preſence of great and dignified per- 


ſonages, if we apprehend that they entertain 
no. favourable opinion concerning us, that 
they bear us no good will; the views of their 
greatneſs and glories will diſquiet rather than 
delight us; but there is nothing more con- 
ſpicuous in the other world than Chriſt's love 


'to his faithful diſciples. While they dwell 


in - fleſh. they may be ſometimes queſtion- 
ing, upon the account of their many. ſinful 
imperfections, their intereſt in his love; which 
douhts are yery troubleſome unto them ; but 


| they 
E I ICS x. 8, 
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for Dame Mary Abney. 15 


they are entirely freed from every thing that 
is diſpleaſing to their Lord, and being preſent 
with him, his love to them appears in the 
moſt indiſputable and cleareſt light. How 
ſure are they then that he loved them, ſo as 

to give himſelf for them ! When they ſurvey 


his glory, with what joy do they admire his 


grace in vailing this, in abafing himſelf fo 
much as he did here on earth, that ſuch un- 
worthy creatures as they are might be raiſed 
to the happineſs and honors of heaven ! How 


will it tranſport them with delight to behold 


their exalted ſaviour, to whom they have 
been ſo much obliged, who has done and 


ſuffered ſuch great things for them, that they 


might be delivered from the greateſt miſery, 


and be made for ever glorious and happy, who 
is full of the kindeſt intentions towards them ! 


The banner of his love will be diſplay'd over 


them in his banqueting houſe above, to their 
abundant ſatisfaction; it will fill them with 


unſpeakable pleaſure. This * be further 
; Mien if it be conſider'd, | 


zaly. That Chriſt, with whom true Chr:/. 


7ians ſhall have their abode, is their beloved, 


There 
* Cant. ii. 4. 1 


Phil. in. 8. 
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There is no greater comfort in this life than 
to love and to be loved; this is the happineſs 
of the followers of Chriſt, when they get 
to heaven, in the bigheſt degree ; as his love 
to them is there gloriouſly manifeſted, ſo 
ſhall theirs to him be perfected; he is the 
object of their beſt affections here on earth; 
they count all things but dung that they may 
win him. But, alaſs! in the preſent imper- 
ſect ſtate, they are often complaining ſadly 
of great coldneſs in their hearts with reſpect 
to Chriſt ; they find their minds ſo much im- 
preſs d by the ſenſible objects, wherewith 
they are ſurrounded, and ſo little affected 
with his excellencies and grace, that they are 
ready to queſtion ſometimes the ſincerity of 
their love to him; the ſuſpicion of which 
ſinks their ſpirits, and ſorely diſquiets their 


ſouls. Theſe complaints and doubts ſhall be 


wholly dropp'd with their bodies; they ſhall 
not follow their ſpirits into the preſence, of 
Chriſt ; there will be no damps upon their 
love to him, as there ſhall be no clouds upon 


his love to them in the heavenly world; he 


will be the object of their conſtant and warm- 
eſt affection.— Now, the preſence of a per- 
ſon 


>. 344 «+ K 


for Dame Mary Abney. 17 
fon infinitely glorious and excellent, who 
loves them, and is beloved of them, which 
are the characters of Chriſt, muſt be the 
ſpring of inceſſant joy to his ſincere diſciples. 
That we may obtain yet an higher and 
clearer notion of this bleſſedneſs, 1 ſhall at- 
n in the 


24d. Place to ſhew particularly what is 
meant by being with Chriſt, It very evident- 
ly appears from ſome paſlages of ſcripture that 
real Ghriftians are favour'd with the preſence 
of Chriſt in ſome reſpe& here on earth, but 
it is no leſs evident that when they depart 
hence they have a nearer acceſs unto him 
than they are capable of while they taberna- 
cle in fleſh, Does not the apoſtle Paul ſpeak 
of his abſence from the Lord, during his abode 
in the body? 2 Cor. v. 6. Do not the words 
of the text plainly ſignify, that he could not 
be with him, unleſs: he departed ? So that 


when thoſe who heartily received Chri/? Jer 
fis, who have believed on him, leave this 


world, they are bleſſed with his preſence in a 
ſublimer ſenſe than they could enjoy it here. 
And their being then with him implys 
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1/f, Clear views of him. At preſent 
Chriſtians ſee but in a glaſs darkly*, They 
have but a diſtant and duſky proſpect of 
him, whom their ſouls love; it is but little, 
very little that they know of him ; and their 
affection to him comes ſhort of that ſmall de- 
gree of their acquaintance with him; it has 
not that influence upon them it ſhould have, 
But when the vail of fleſh is removed they 
ſhall /ee him face to face, and know as they 
are known, they ſhall take ſuch a diſtin ſur. 
vey of his glorious perfections as to be great- 
ly impreſſed by them; it is faid, that they 
ſhall ſee him as he is, and be made like unts 
him +. O happy they who ſhall behold this 
king in bis beauty |! How will it rejoice 
them, who ſet fo great value upon the very 
imperfect meaſures of the knowledge of him 
attainable in this-preſent life, as o count all 


things but loſs for the excellency. of this || ; I 


ſay, how will it rejoice them to ſee the bright 


diſplays of his glory in heaven! Our Saviour 
ſpeaks of this, as that wherein the happineſs 


of his n in the other world does very 


much 


1 Cor. xiii, 12, + 1 John iii. 2. f Iſa. xxxili. 


. | Phil. iii. 8, 
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for: Dame Mary Abney. 19 
much conſiſt, which made him intent upon 
their being brought into his preſence. John 
xvii. 24. Father, I will, that they alſo, whom 


| thou haſt given me, be with me where I am, 


that they may behold the glory which thou haſt 
given me. While they are confined to the 
body, the faculties of their ſouls are feeble 
and cramp'd ; but when they are diſingaged 
from this, theſe will be ſo enlarged and 
ſtrengthened, as to be capable of receiving 
with the utmoſt delight the full diſcoveries 


of the glory of Chriſt which ſhall then be 
W unto them. 


RW To be with Chriſt ſignifies an inti- 
mate ſociety with him. When a perſon is with 
his friend, he is ſuppoſed to enjoy him; they 


have agreeable communications with one ano- 


ther; thus ſuch as are with Chriſt are happy 
in the fruition of him; he imparts himſelf 
to them in ſuch a manner as we cannot at 
preſent conceive. True believers do now but 
taſte that the Lord is gracious *; in the fu- 
ture world they ſhall be bleſt with his com- 
pleat enjoyment. The Foy they find in com- 
munion with him, while they are ſo abſent 

| CC 2 from 


® 1Pet. ii. 3. 
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from him as not to fee him, is unſpeakable and 
full of glory*; how inconceivably glorious - 


muſt their joy then be when they ſhall have 
near views of him 


Being with Chriſt does not only ſignify the 


enjoyment of him, but a participation with 
him in his glory and bleſſedneſs; it denotes 
ſuch a ſociety as imports partnerſhip with 


him in ſome reſpect; his word aſſures us that 


his faithful ſervants ſhall enter into his joy + 3 
into the joy which he poſſeſſes, as well as 
gives; for we are told that 77 him who gver- 
cometh he will grant to fit with him in his 
throne, even as he alſo overcame, and is ſet 
down with his Father in his throne . Thoſe 
who ſincerely believe in him are ſaid to be 


Joint heirs with him in this life ||, and when 


they depart, they enter upon the poſſeſſion 


of what he enjoys. Who then can fully 


ſet forth their blefledneſs ! But in order to the 
further illuſtration of it, I ſhall in the 


34. Place, enquire what may be intended, 

when it is ſaid to be far better. We are not 

ie; 

11 Pet. i. 8. + Matth. xxv, 21. f Rev. iii. 21. 
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for Dame Mary Abney. 217 
particularly informed by the apoſtle to what 
it was he preferr'd being with Chriſt ; but we 
yery reaſonably take him to mean, 


1. That to be with Chriſt is much better 
than to be in any condition whatever on earth. 
'The circumſtances of the people of God here, 
are often very afflictive : various are the trials 
to which they are expoſed; their infinitely 
wiſe and merciful Father ſees it needful for 
them to be ſometimes in heavineſs thro mani- 


fold temptations * : but the beſt that this 


world affords is not to be compar'd with that 
bleſſedneſs which the glorious preſence of 
Chriſt yields in that above. Man walketh in 
a vain ſhew of happineſs while he is in the 
body. Thoſe who poſſeſs the largeſt ſhare 
of earthly things are not ſo happy as their 
fellow mortals are apt to think them to be ; 
ſomething or other continually ariſes to dif- - 
quiet them; their ſweeteſt portions are not free 
from all bitter ingredients ; but in caſe they 
had no ſuch mixtures, yet a long and unin- 
terrupted poſſeſſion of them takes off their 
reliſh ; they fatiate and cloy. But the ſouls 
that dwell with Chriſt in the upper world, are 
iz ever 
PF x Pet, i. 6. 
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ever beholding new beauties in his face, and 
receiving from his infinite fulneſs, freſh com- 
munications of glories to delight them. They 
are with him in Paradiſe, to uſe his own ex- 
preſſion ®, which abounds with every thing 
that is entertaining and pleaſant, where no- 
thing grows that is painful or dangerous. Is 
it not then inexpreſſibly more deſirable to be 
with bim there, than to be in any condition 
under the ſun, where all is vanity and vexa= 


tion of ſpirit ? 


2. It is much better to be with Chrift in 
the kindom of heaven than to be in any com- 
pany whatever in this world. The ſociety of 
agreeable, worthy and wiſe perſons is greatly 


to be valued ; I know nothing on this fide 


heaven preferable to it ; yet with whom can 
we converſe here on earth, in whom we may 
not diſcern ſomething to allay our ſatisfaction 
and delight in them! As we have our infir- 
mities and imperfections, they are not with- 
out theirs? and if we are true friends, their 
afflictions will make deep impreflions upon 
us, and give us an uneaſy concern of ſoul : 
but if they were, and had all that we could 

wiſh 


Luke xxiii. 43. 
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wiſh them to be and have, the thoughts of 
parting with them muſt greatly abate the 
pleaſure of their ſociety ; they and we are 
dying creatures; and death will ſeparate thoſe 
who are moſt cloſely united to one another 
in this world. This is what frequently oc- 
curs to our obſervation, which if duly con- 
ſider'd will leflen our fondneſs for, and de- 
light in mortals ; the comfort we have in 
them will turn to ſorrow, when they are ſe- 
parated from us, as certainly they ſhall be, 
and the ſeparation will be the more painful in 
proportion to the ſtrength of the affection 
whereby our hearts are knit unto them. But 
the ſouls that dwell with Chriſt never behold 
any thing in him but what is amiable and 
Joyous ; they ſhall not be troubled by the ob- 
ſervation of- the leaſt decay in his excel- 
lencies; his glory ſhall continually ſhine upon 
them unclouded, with unremitting rays : they 
ſhall not be made uneaſy by any interruption 
in his kind regard to them ; and what 
crowns all, * ſhall abide with him for 
ever *. | 


| 0 
* Theſ, iv. 17. 
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I 3. To be with Chrift in paradice is far 
| il better than any zntercourſes his people can 
1 have with him on earth. They are not alto- 
| , gether without him here ; he has not left hig 
1 diſciples comfortleſs * ; he gives them his ſpi- 
tit, the comforter, to abide with them, by 
whom his love is ſhed abroad in their hearts. 
Chriſt has promiſed that he will come 10 
thoſe who love him, and keep his commandments, 
ts make his abode with them, and mani ſeſt him- 
[ felf unto them +, they have fellowſhip with 
it the ſon, as well as with the Father ; and 
| it the communion they have with him in this life a 
is very delightful to their ſouls; the manifeſta- 
tions he makes of himſelf unto them, give them 
ſuch joy as ſtrangers intermeddle not with; 
theſe viſits of his grace demand great thank- 
falneſs. But that which is far better is re- 
ſerved for them in the other world, they 
ſhall there find fulneſs of joy in the preſence 
1 of the Lord, and at his right hand rivers of 
I: pleaſure for ever more ; they ſhall meet with 
nothing to interpoſe betwixt him and them, 
or divert their attention from him. Fleſh and 
, {ſenſe 


| * John xiv. 16, 18, + John xiv. 21, 23. 
1 t 1 John i. 4. 
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ſenſe do frequently in this life controul the 
ſacred delight they take in him; the cares 
and amuſements of the world take up too 
large a ſhare of their thoughts and affections; 
they often provoke him by their unkind car- 
riage to hide his face from them, ſo that they 
walk in darkneſs, deſtitute of comfort, and 


filled with diſtreſſing fears; but the ſouls of 


departed ſaints are conſtantly beholding the 


face of Chriſt in heaven; he is continually 


before their eyes; as they never depart from 


him, ſo he never withdraws from them; 


the light of his countenance ſhines upon them 


without ceaſing, - That which he communi- 


cates of himſelf here, is but a ſmall earneſt 


of what they ſhall enjoy in perfection here- 


after ; that which they believe at preſent 
with fad mixtures of unbelief, ſhall then be 
ſcen by them to their inconceiveable joy! Is it 
not therefore much better to depart and be 
with Chriſt ? 


Having given you ſome account of theſe 
objects of the apoſtle's defire, I proceed to 
the RT, 

D Second 


. 
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Second general head of diſcourſe, propoſed 
to be conſidered ; that is, the Are itſelf), as 
it ought to be found in all Chri/tians. 


1. Their defire to depart and to be with 
Chriſt ſhoyld be habitual; ſuch it was in the 
apoſtle, and not a ſudden ſtart or flaſh of af. 
fection, when he lay under ſome heavy load 
of trouble; which was certainly his caſe at 
the time of writing his epiftle, being then 
a prifoner at Rome; but, when he was in 
better circumſtances, we are told that he way 
confident and willing rather to be abſent from 
the body, and to be preſent with the Lord *. 
This ſhould be the ſettled temper of our 
minds; we ought at all times, and in every 
circumſtance of life to be willing and deſirous 
rather to depart and be with Chriſt, Ol that 
ſach aframe was permanent and abiding in us ; 
we ſhould ſeek it with diligence, and pray 
for it with importunity ; and that we may 
acquire that happy diſpoſition of ſoul ex- 
preffed in the text, let us frequently medi- 
tate upon the adyantages of being deliver'd 
from the incumbrances of the fleſh ; let us 

endeavour 


a 2 Cor, V, 8. 


for Dame Mary Abney. 27 
endeavour by faith to realize to our ſelves the 
glorious preſence of Chriſt, and the bleſſed- 


neſs of being with him in his Father's houſe, 
where there are many manſions, 


2. This defire ought to be under the 
regulation of patience, It is fit we ſhould be 
in ſubjection to the father of ſpirits, who is 
wiſe in counſel, as well as wonderful in 
working; that we ſhould be willing to abide 


in the body, while we may bring any glory 


to his name, either by doing or bearing his 
will, It was not a ſtruggle betwixt the love 
of this life, and a deſire of being with Chrz/7, 
that occaſioned the apoſtle to be in a ſtrait 
betwixt two, as he expreſſes himſelf in the 
text; but betwixt his deſire to be with Chriſt, 
and his zeal for the intereſt of his Saviour, 
and the welfare of immortal ſouls; and 
thinking that theſe valuable purpoſes would 
be promoted by his continuance a while 
longer on earth, he ſubmitted to it, not- 
withſtanding the dangers to which he was 
expoſed, the toyls which he was to un- 
dergo here; and the vaſt benefit he firmly 
expected to receive by his being with Cbriſt 
enn, upon his departure. Such a 

D 2 bright 


reaſonable, that to us to live ſhould be Chriſt T, 
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bright example of ſelf-denyal, of love to L 
Chriſt, and of indifference to life is W 
deſerving of our imitation. 


Hope, if I may be allowed the expreſſion, 
is of an haſty nature; it is apt greedily to 
catch at its object; therefore God in the frame 
of chriſtian graces has wiſely connected pa- MÞ 
tience with it; we read of the patience of 
hope *. But, alas! there does not appear ſuch 
a warmth of deſire to be with Chriſt in the 
generality of profeſſing Chriſtians in our day, 
as to endanger their being impatient of life 
upon this account; ſo that there is no need 
of enlarging further upon this head. 


3. This deſire ſhould ſtir up thoſe, in Y 
whom it is found, to improve in a right 1 
manner the time of their abode in the fleſh, 
and to prepare for the glorious preſence of 
Chriſt in heaven, Do we hope to ſee him, 
and to be made like unto him? Then certain 
it is very fit we ſhould put away far from 
us whatever is contrary unto him; to purify 
our ſelves as be is pure . Is it not highly 


| | that 
® x Thel. i. 3. + 1 John iii. 2, 3. + Phil, i. 21. 
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that we ſhould lay out our ſelves to ſupport. 
his intereſt, and to advance his honour in 
the world, ſeeing we expect to be made 
happy by dwelling with him in glory? What 
remains is the 


APPLICATION. 


1. This text plainly proves that the ſouls 
of men do not fleep with their bodies in the 
duſt, Surely the apoſtle would not have 
indulged a defire to depart out of this world, 
where he enjoy'd ſome ſenſible comforts, as 
well as endured very heavy afflictions, which 
were vaſtly outweigh'd by the conſolation of 
Chriſt that abounded in bim *, I ſay, doubt- 
leſs he would not have indulged a defire to 
depart, if he had ſuſpected that he ſhould 
then fink into a ſtate of utter inſenſibility ; 
does he not ſpeak of his being with Chr//f, 
which muſt ſignify ſome enjoyment of him, 
as what would immediately follow his de- 
parture ? 


2. What has been ſaid ſhould reconcil- 
fincere ane ans to their own departure, Shall 


they 
# 2 Cox, i. 5. 
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they be 20:7h Chriſt as ſoon as they ceaſe to 


be here? and is this ſo deſirable? then why 


ſhould they tremble at the thoughts of death ? 
wherefore ſhould they ſhrink back when this 
approaches them ? It will releaſe them from 
every thing that is ſinful and ſorrowful; it 
will open a door for their admiſſion into the 
bliſsful preſence of their once humbled, but 
now glorified Redeemer, 


3. Do you hope to be happy in the pre- 
ſence of Chri/t when you go hence, then it 
is very reaſonable you ſhould readily embrace 


all opportunities to converſe with him, while 
you are here? He has ſaid, here to or three 


are gathered together in my naue, there I am 
in the midſt of them *. Should not ſuch ama- 
zing condeſcenſion and grace invite us to 
draw nigh unto him in the ordinances of di- 
vine worſhip, whereby . he communes with 
his people ? They who are contented to live 
as without Chriſt in this world, cannot be 
heartily defirous of dwelling with him in 
heaven ; this indicates an alienation of heart 
from him, and our unfitneſs for that happi- 


neſs which conſiſts in his preſence, Let us 
| take 


Mat. xviii. 20. 


1 
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take care that our hearts be drawn to Chri/?, 
that we delight to approach him in the way 
of his appointment, and not ſatisfy our ſelves 
with an external attendance upon his inſtitu- 
tions; it ſhould be our earneſt deſire to have 
fellowſhip with him by their means. 


4. What has been faid ſhould quiet and 
calm our minds when our chriſtian friends, 
and relations depart out of this world ; it 
muſt be own'd, that as the enjoyment of ſuch, 
is one of the greateſt mercies of life, ſo the 
loſs of them is a very ſore affliction ; but 
why ſhould we be fo ſelfiſh as to be in- 
confolable upon this account? would we have 
them kept at a diſtance from their redeemer, 
whoſe preſence they longed for, to gratify 
us, whoſe weakneſſes, follies and troubles, 
were frequent matter of grief to them ? was 
our love to them well regulated, the conſi- 
deration of their being gone to Chriſt, who 
has done infinitely better for them than we 
can do, would prevent our being overwhelm- 
ed with ſortow, that we ſhall /ee their faces 
no more, | 


We 


felt 
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We have abundant reaſon to hope; that 


the deceaſed lady, whoſe diſſolution we are 


now bewailing, is preſent with Cbhriſt, ſhe 
having given unqueſtionable evidence of her 
faith in him, and love to him, by her con- 
ſtant care, during a long courſe of years, to 
keep his words, and 'to glorify his name, 
Grievous is the loſs which great numbers, 
beſides her near kindred, and intimate friends, 
have ſuſtain'd by her removal, but it is vaſtly 
to her advantage ; ſhe is rejoicing in an in- 
finitely nobler - ſociety than ſhe has left; 
therefore: we ſhould not abandon our ſelves to 
ſorrow. The ſervice ſhe received of the Lord 
ſhe has fulfilled, and finiſhed her courſe with 
Ich. | 


It requires the ability of a Howe, or a 
Watts, to ſet lady Abney's character in the 
light it deſerves, but thoſe who were her 
great friends here upon earth being - firſt ad- 
vanced, have congratulated (as we may rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe) her ſafe arrival at the hea- 
venly country, and her being number'd with 
them among the ſpirits of the juſt made per- 
and tho now it devolves upon one 


who 
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who is leſs able. Yet the glory of divine 
grace, by which ſhe was what ſhe was, the 
honour of chriſtianity, which ſhe profeſſed 
and adorned, as well as juſtice to the dead, 
and the good of the living, render it very fit 
that ſome account ſhould be given of her 
diſtinguiſhed worth and excellencies. The 
ſcripture tells us, that the memory of the juſt 
is bleſſed, Prov. x. 7. It ought to be well 
ſpoken of, and have an honourable reſpect 
paid to it.” 


I ̃ be long acquaintance with her ladyſhip, 
wberewith I was favour'd, bas given me fre- 
quent opportunities to obſerve her temper and 
| behaviour in very trying circumſtances ; and 
ber being a member of the church to which 
Il miniſter, were doubtleſs the reaſons of my 
being called to preach upon the occafion of 
her death, as they are of my undertaking this 
ſervice. And did not my own weakneſs and 
infirmities diſcourage me, I muſt confeſs I 
ſhould be at no loſs for e to draw a 
moſt amiable character for your imitation; 
eſpecially as I am under no apprehenſions of 
being charged with flattery in what T ſhall 
fay, though it be delivered in the place where 
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ſhe was born, where ſhe had large concerns 
with perſons of different ſentiments as well 
as intereſts, and ſpent a conſiderable part of 
her life, and where conſequently ſhe muſt 
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| be univerſally known, I have often heard 
4 her highly applauded by ſeveral ſorts of peo- 
ple, but do not remember to have ever heard 
any one making the leaſt exception to her 

conduct in a ſingle inſtance ; tho' very few 


-.. 
23 
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rl of great and good name eſcape the cenſures 
be of an envious world, 

N Wy | 

125 She deſcended from worthy anceſtors, 
15 whoſe piety and goodneſs ſhe often ſpoke of 


with evident marks of ſatisfaction and plea- 
ſure. Their examples and inſtructions had, 
through the divine bleſſing, a very good ef- 
; fet upon her, ſhe began betimes to tread in 
5 their ſteps, acquitted herſelf well in every 
MY condition of life through which ſhe paſſed, 
and ber boary head was found in the wayof 
righteouſneſs, which render'd it a crown of 
glory unto her. Tho' ſhe was called from 
private life to be lady Mayoreſs of our great 4 
metropolis ; yet ſhe behaved in that high and 
publick ſtation, with ſuch exact propriety and 
decency, and in fo affable and courteous a 

manner, 


""—_ 
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manner, as to acquire laſting reſpect and ho- 
nour. | 


She was very happy in the conjugal Rela- 
tion : the heart of her huſband, that excellent 
magiſtrate, and eminent Chriſtian, Sir Thomas 
Abney, ſafely truſted in her *, whilſt living, 
and at his death, committed to her the ſole care 
and management of his beloved children, and 
all his concerns in this world ; of which im- 
portant truſt ſhe approved herſelf to be wor- 
thy, by her diſcreet conduct, and moſt enga- 
ging and faithful affection to, and care of her 
children, with reſpect both to time and eter- 
nity ; for altho' ſhe order'd their worldly af- 
fairs with conſummate prudence, yet their 
ſpiritual -and eternal intereſt was her prin- 
cipal concern ; that the religious principles, 
which had been kindly inſtilled during their 
younger years into their minds, might be 
cultivated and improved. Nor were her wiſe, 
and unwearied endeavours to this purpoſe 
loſt ; no, far from it, bleſſed be God ! ſhe. 
lived to ſee every one of them avauching . 
their parents God, for their God; making 
an open profeſſion of chriſtianity, and adorn- 
E“ 2 ing 
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ing it with a converſation becoming the goſpel 


of Chriſt ; which muſt be very joyful to her 
pious and altectionate ſoul. 


She met with PO afflictions by the 


loſs of near and dear relatives, particularly 
ſeveral of her very amiable offspring, who 
were richly furniſhed with thoſe endow- 
ments both of nature and of grace, that ren- 
der'd their continuance in life exceeding de- 
ſirable: her firmneſs of mind under ſuch 
grievous trials was amazing ; tho' ſhe diſ- 
cover'd a great ſenſibility of the hand of God, 
yet was ſhe not ruffled and diſcompoſed ; in 
ber patience ſhe poſſeſs d ber ſoul . Whatever 
croſſes and troubles ſhe was exerciſed with, 
no gloom was to be ſeen in her countenance z 


ſhe appear d calm and ſerene, having an ex- 


troardinary command of her paſſions ; nor 
was this wholly owing to natural temper, 
(tho' her's was extremely good) the power 


of godlineſs, ſuljection to the father of bi- 


rits, had the principal ſhare in it. Through 


patience, and comfort of the ſcriptures, ſhe had 


bope +. What time ſhe wat afraid, ſhe truſt 


ed i in God, as was evident from her repeating 


ſo 
, Luke xxi- 19, f Rom. xv. 4. 
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ſo often thoſe words of David, Pſal. lvi. 3. 
As ſhe truſted in God at all times, ſo ſhe 
poured out her ſoul before him, and ſhe found 
him to be @ refuge for her ; which was ac- 
knowledged by her in words to this effect, 
I have often experienced the relief of prayer, 
when under affiiftions my ſpirits bave been rea- 
dy to fink: her ſpeech and actions were ex- 
preflive of a great ſenſe of religion in her 
ſoul, and ſhe endeavour'd by all proper and 
gentle methods to propagate it, in thoſe with 
whom ſhe converſed. 


The Lord's-day was carefully obſerved by 
her; no trifling formal viſitants were then 
admitted into her houſe; that ſacred ſeaſon 
was ſpent in religious exerciſes, in offering 
prayers, and ſinging the praiſes of God, in 
reading the ſcriptures, and other pious wri- 
tings. She manifeſted a ſerious regard to 
publick worſhip ; it was ſomething very con- 
ſiderable that hinder'd her attendance in the 
houſe of God at any fit time. And it was. 
delightful- to behold the order of her own. 
houſe, where God was daily worſhipped both 
morning and evening, and his word read with 
great regularity and reverence : And though 
her 
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her nature was very remote from ſeverity, 
yet would ſhe not overlook, or diſpenſe with 


the abſence of any of her domeſticks at thoſe 


ſeaſons, without a good reaſon. When any 
affair of greater importance than ordinary, 
relating to her ſelf or family, was depend- 


ing, it was her conſtant practiſe to call to- 
gether ſome miniſters that they might aſſiſt 
her with their prayers, for protection and 


guidance, as the caſe required; and when 


the mercies pray d for were granted, ſhe'ne- 


ver fail'd to deſire them as ſoon as poſſible, 


to concur with her in the moſt devout and 


grateful acxnowledgements. 


Her care extended to all her houſhold, 


when any of her ſervants were viſited with 


illneſs, ſhe would frequently ſee them her 


ſelf, during their confinement, and give or- 


ders that every thing needful and ſuitable to 
their caſes ſhould be provided for them; 
great were the priviledges enjoyed under her 


roof, and ſeveral have made a good improve- 
ment of them; to whom ſhe gave ample en- 


couragement, and was a ſtedfaſt friend. There 


was nothing wanting on her part to promote 


the 


- 
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the temporal and external welfare of thoſe 


ſhe imploy'd in her ſervice. 


Her worldly accounts ( as I have been cre- 
dibly informed) were all written fair with 


her own hand, in a very regular method 3 


by which exactneſs ſhe had a perfect under- 
ſtanding of her affairs, ſo as to be at no loſs 
to know what ſhe could ſpend and what ſhe 
could ſpare for pious uſes, and the relief of 
the diſtreſſed, She was far from affecting 
expenſive pompous appearances, or ſenſual 
gratifications, yet nothing decent, and becom- 
ing her rank was neglected. Her circum- 
ſtances in life were affluent, and God gave 
her a liberal heart; ſhe abounded in the 
grace of charity ; the caſe of the poor was 
confider'd by her with great pity ; many of 
whom ſhe ſupplied without being aſked, tho' 
her well known bounty brought upon her a 
vaſt number of applications; few, if any of 
which, were rejected, if they came tolerably 


recommended. It may be truly faid of her, 


as it was of Dorcas, that ſhe was full of good 
works and alms-deeds, which ſhe did in the 
kindeſt and moſt prudent manner. As 
ix. 36. | 
But 


* 


Bot ie all Was e a n 20 
and ſuccourer of goſpel-miniſters, particulars 
ly of one, whom I need not name, whoſe 
great and extenſive uſefulneſs for- many years 
was, under God, very much owing to her 
tender care of him, which continued: wich- 5 
out the leaſt abatement to the laſt; notwith⸗ 
ſtanding the great bodily infirmities where- 
with he was afflicted, eſpecially in the cloſe 
of life, to the great exerciſe both of her body 
and mind,— yet was ſhe deeply imprefs'd 
by his death ; but God mercifully granted 
him his earneſt wiſh, that he might not out- | 
live his generous and compaſſionate friend, 3 
who however did not long ſurvive him, But | 
tho* her good works were many and great, 
her whole dependance was upon the mercy 
of God through the merit of Chriſt Feſus, 
for acceptance with him, and a title to eter- 
nal life. She had a deep ſenſe of her own 
imperfection, and was clothed with humility 3 
the 1mcorruptable ornament of a meek and quiet 
ſpirit appearing conſpicuouſly in her carriage 
towards all thoſe with whom ſhe converſed. 


Though 


io Datie Mary Abney. 4 


3 


aden the was — cltcumſphld! in hee 
own walk, exerciſing her ſelf to have always 
a conſcience void of offence towards God and 
man, yet ſevere cenſures upon others were 
never heard from her lips; ſhe loved ſnercy, as 
well as did jiftly and had rather ſuffer wrong 
than ſeen to bear hard upon any; none had 
reaſon to complain of harſh uſage from her; 
ſhe open d her mouth with wiſdom, and in ber 
tongue was the law of kindneſs *, As ſhe 
greatly own'd and honour'd God, ſo was ſhe 
remarkably own'd and honour'd by him: 
And was indeed univerſally eſteem'd and be- 
loved; tho? ſhe would not in the leaſt depart 
from her duty to gain the reſpect of any upon 
earth ! But ſuch as had the longeſt and moſt 
intimate acquaintance with her, loved 'and 
admired her moſt. 


| God 808 her with an excellent judg- 
ment, which ſeemed to be unimpair'd in 
advanced years, and until within a few weeks 
of her death. Her fame for wiſdom and 
compaſſion, induced many to apply to her for 
counſel under their difficulties, and to lay 
F their 


* Prov. xxxi. 26. 
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their grievances before her, to whom ſhe 
gave very judicious adyice : they alſo fonnd 
her breaſt a ſafe repoſitory of the ſecrets 
wherewith ſhe was entruſted ; her tongue 
never revealed them to their diſadvantage. I 
have not known any one to whom the 
words of the wiſe man, Prov; xxxi. 29. 
might be ſo juſtly apply'd as to lady Abney; 
many daughters have done virtuoufly, but thou 
excelleſt them all. | 


I am now come. to the concluding ſcene : 
though her laſt ſickneſs affected her head ſo 
much as to break, in a great meaſure, the 
connection of her thoughts, yet the pious 
and benevolent diſpoſitions of her heart ſhone 
through the cloud of her bodily diſorder 3 
her mind was not employ'd about earthly: 
things, thoſe by whom ſhe was attended, 
do not remember that ſhe took any notice 
of her ſecular affairs above once ar twice at 
moſt all the time of her confinement, ta 
her chamber, which was ſome weeks. 


- When ſpeaking to me of her weaknefs, I 
told her that her great work was. not then ta 
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be done, upon which ſhe utter'd theſe words 
with ſurpriſing ſpirit ; No, 1 would not for 
all the world have it to do now. The great 
goodneſs of God to her was gratefully ac- 
knowledged by her, She particularly bleſ- 
ſed him for Jeſus Chriſt ; and that ſhe at 
not alone becauſe the Father was with her, 
enabling her to maintain her hope, though 
ſhe own'd that her ſpirits were ſometimes 
more ſunk than at others. Mercy, faid ſhe, 
is God's darling attribute, and 1 think it will 
be to the glory of his grace to pardon fuch a 
wretch as ] have been. She expteſſed an in- 
tire reſignation to the will of God, ſaying, 
T would be and do, what God would have me 
be and do, it is my defire to have no” will 
of my own, I would chufe neither life nor 
death; but Lord, leave it to thee to chuſe for 
me. I am afrat, d of returning back to the 
world, and engagi ng in the buſineſs of it; 
but dying work is unknown work : yet I fru 
in God. Some of the laſt ſentences ſhe was 
hear'd to utter, fo as to be underſtood, were 
theſe ; Lord, what wait I fon? my bope is 
in thee ; Lord, 1 Believe, help thou my unbe- 

lief, now letteſt thou thy ſervant, depart in 


peac Cs 
F 2 God 
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God was not neglected by her in hs 
days of her health, and he did not forſake 
her under her illneſs ; ſhe declared that he 
was with her but a few days before ſhe ex- 
pired ; at which time ſhe earneſtly prayed, 
that he would favour her neareſt and deareſt 
relative with his gracious preſence. And 
this dying requeſt of ſo eminent a Saint, and 
ſo excellent a Parent, together with many 
others put up in her behalf, we truſt in 
God will be remarkably anſwer'd ; and the 
rather as ſhe has fulfilled the firſt commend- 
ment with promiſe, having honour'd her mo- 
ther not only by a dutiful obſervance while 
ſhe was capable of governing her houſe, and 
managing her affairs ; ; but by a cloſe and in- 
defatigable attendance upon her with the ut. 
moſt tenderneſs when her ſtrength fail'd her, 
and her conſtitution was diflolving. Are 


we not then encouraged by the word of God, 
fo pray in faith, that it may go well with 
her, and that ſhe may live long on the earth 2 
Eph. vi, 2, 3. Happy will it be for her, 
happy will it be for multitudes, if her ho- 
pour'd parents may live i in her x for many tu 
iure years : | 


Iam 
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I am not ſo vain as to imagine that I am 
capable of adding any luſtre to a character 
of which I have only given you a very im- 
perfect ſketch ; my deſign therefore in what 
you have heard of it, was the benefit of the 
living rather than the honour of the dead ; 
permit me then to cloſe with the following 
exhortations. | 


1. Let thoſe who were moſt intereſted 
in the life of the deceaſed, bleſs God that they 
ever enjoy d ber; they have no reaſon to 
complain that he has taken her away, tho 
hereby a wide breach is made upon them; 
they are rather under ſtrong obligations to ren- 
der thanks to the Father of Lights from whom 
every good gift comes, for giving them ſo va- 
Juable a bleſſing; we ought to praiſe the 
God of all grace for the abundant grace be- 
ſtow'd upon ber; and for the comfort we 
have received by her means ; whoſe life and 
capacities for uſefulneſs were prolonged to 
an uncommon degree. She is gone to much 
better company than is to be found below, 
even to her beloved Saviour, whoſe praiſes 
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ſhe is now celebrating with unſpeakable joy; 
does it not then become us to mingle thankf- 
givings with our lamentations ? 


2, Let us hve God with all our hearts 
and fouls. Did ſhe, who is departed from 
us, poſſeſs a large room in our affections, 
becauſe of that large ſhare of goodneſs that 
was imparted to her? then ſurely it is very 
fit that he ſhould be the object of our moſt 
ardent love, who is the ſource of all per- 
fection. There is none originally, independ- 
antly and infinitely good ſave one, that 1s 
God . Whatever goodneſs is in any crea- 
tures, it is communicated to them by him, 


and it dwells eminently in him, therefore it 
ſhould raiſe our beſt affections to him. 


3. We ſhould endeavour, in a depend- 
ance upon divine aids, to imitate what was 
fo amiable in her, whofe departure we are 
mourning. It was without doubt a vaſt ad- 
vantage, which thofe around her were fa- 
vourd with in her example. Religion ap- 
pear'd lovely in her converſation ; ſhe has 

Eng 8 | 9 


„Lake xvii. 19. 
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ſet them an excellent pattern, which ought, ., 
and I hope will remain long in their remem- 
brance, and that it will be tranſmitted by 
their imitation of it to thoſe who ſhall come 
after them. If we lead her life, we may 
expect to die her death, and that our larter 
end wall be peace, Was her company in this 

mortal, frail, imperfect ſtate, very agreeable 
and delightful to us, what pleaſure will her 
ſociety yield us in that world of light to 
which ſhe is gone, whoſe bleſſed inhabi- 
tants are freed from all the weakneſſes at- 
tending mortality ; where we ſhall be ar- 
ray'd with never fading glory as ſhe is, if 
we are ſo happy as to be admitted to dwell 
for ever with the Lord ? Let us therefore 
be followers of her, and run with patience 
the race fet before us. 


Finally. Let us be importunate in our ad- 
dreſſes to God, that enclined and enabled her, 
who is departed, to do ſo much for the glory 
of his name, and the welfare of mankind, 
that he would raiſe up others to ſupport his 
intereſt in the world, and to be uſeful to the 
children of men. A great deal of goodneſs 
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let this earth, which it could il pate Whih | 

he was removed; but all ſhe was ard dic 

; "1 is to be aſeribed to the grace of God: and 

the refidue of the rt is with hin Let us 

F earneſtly intreat him to pour it forth in tik 

meaſures, that the wilderneſs may be as Edeby 
and ' the deſart as the garden of *the Los 
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